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Quidquid oft illud, quod Sfentit, quod fapit, quod lt, 
quad wiget, calefte droinum eff, ob eteraum 


Am divested fom the Accomut I was giving their Labours : Whatever Cletgy-men, in Difputes 
the Town of my parti¢vlar Concerns, by caft-. againiteach other, unguardedly uttered, is here 
ing my Eye upon a Treatife, which I couldnot recorded ‘in’ fach a manner as,to affeé& Religion it 
dveciook without an inexcufable Negligence,  felf, by wrefting Caonceffions ‘to its Difadvantage 


RS 


by 


- 


ing the of the. Ewidence for or and, 


jad 


Religious Interefts of Mankind. This Piece has for 
dts Title, A Difcourfe of. 

the Rife and Growth of a Se& called Free-this 
The Author very Methodically enters upon his Ar- 


-gument, and fays, by Free-thinking I mean the ufe of 


the Underftanding in endeavouring 
what 


r to find ont the 
sever, 


of it according to the feeming Force or 
Weakne{s of the Evidence. As {oon as he has de- 
livered this Definition, from which one would ex- 
pect he did not defign to thew a particular Inclina- 
tion for or againft any thing before he had confi- 


Free-thinker, with the moft apparent Prejudice a- 


-gainft a Body of Men, whom-of all other a good . 


Man would be moft careful not to violate, I 


devoted themfelves to the. Service of God, are ve- 
nerable to all -who fear Him ; and it is a certain 
Characteriftick of adiffolute and ungovern’d Mind, 


| ‘ral. It is certain, that in fo great a Croud of Men 


fome will intrude, who are of Tempers very unbe-. 


~Avarice are fometimes, lodged in that Bofom; which 


¥ ought to be the Dwelling of Sanétityand Devation, 


mit this unreafonable Author vilifie the whole Or- 
der ? He has not taken the leaft Care to difguife his 
being an Enemy to the Perfons againft whom he 
writes, ‘nor any where granted that the Inftitution” 
of Religious Men toferve at the Altar, and inftruct. 


—-fuch who are not as wife as himfelf, is at all 
-_neceffary or defirable; but proceeds, without the leaft. 


Apology, to undermine their Credit, and fraltsate 


and want of Concern for all the Civil, as well as - 


occafiomed by 
Free-thinkers. 


dered-it, he gives up all Title to the Chara@er of a 


from its own Teachers. If this be true, as fare any 


Man that reads‘ the Difcourfe muft allow it is; and — 
‘if Religion is:the ftrongelt Tye of Human Society, - 


in what Manner are we to treat thisour common 


Enemy, who promotes the Growth of fuch’a Seé 
as he calls Free-thinkers:? -He that-fhould burn 


Houfe, and jnftifie the AG@ion by aflerting‘he isa. 


Free Agent, would be more excufable than this Au-. 
thor in he has from the Right of 
Free-Thinker: But there are a Set of Dry, Joylefs, 


Fellows, who want Capacities and Talents 
make'a Figure. amongft Mankind upon benevolent 
generous. Pringles ‘that think tofarmount’ 


their own Natural Meannefs, by laying Offences in 


the way of fuch as make it their Endeavour to éx- 


cel upon the received Maxims and ‘honeft Arts of 
Life. If it were pofliblé-to laugh at fo melancholy 


an Affair as. what hazards Salvation, it would be — 


mean Men in Holy Orders. Perfons who have . 


. enjoy, after 


to rail or {peak difrefpe@fully. of them in gene+ | hot | 
a Matter of Mirth to find, after all, thar the'Heads 


coming their Fun@tion ; but becaufe Ambition and _ 


‘no unpleafant Enquity to ask’ what Satisfatic 
reap, what extraordinary Gratification of Senfe, or 
what delicious Lidertinifm this Se@ of Free-Thinkers 
‘getting loofé of the’ Laws which con- 
is of other: Men‘? Wouldwit not be 


fine the P 


_of this growing Seé& are: fetches, 
_ whole. n 
.fire enough to beany further Debauchees, than mete+ 


fonsthey 


Sages of Iniquity are, itfeems, 


emfelvés only fpeculatively wicked, and are con- 
tented that allthe abandoned’ Young Men. othe 
Age -ate.kept fafe from RefleQion by dabbling’ in 
‘their Rhapfodies, .without tafting the Pleafures 
_for.which theit. Do&rines leavethem unaccountable. 
Thus do heavy Mortals, only to gratifie'a dryPride 
Por > give up the Interefts of another. World, | 
out enlarging their Gratifications in this; 
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veningsover Coffee, andhavenorthemfelves 
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